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Examiner: Tanim M. Hossain 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

SIR: 

Response to Restriction 



This response is in reply to the Election/Restriction 
mailed on September 23, 2008. 

In the response, Applicants elect to prosecute the 
claims of Group I, claims 1-14 at this time. This election 
is made with traverse . Applicants request that the 
Examiner reconsider and withdraw the restriction given the 
great similarity between the claims and the fact that a 
single search should be sufficient to review all the three 
independent claims in the case. Given the similarity 
between the claims, considering the claims together does 
not place any undue burden on the Examiner which would 
justify the restriction requirement. This is particularly 
the case given that the original claims were already 
searched without a restriction requirement being imposed 
and at this stage the Examiner should merely have to 
supplement the previously conducted search. There is no 
reason the apparatus recited in independent claim 1 should 

1 



10/10/2008 12:41 FAX 17329361401 



PACE 3/7 * RCVD AT 10/10/2008 12:38:49 PM {Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/31 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:17329361401 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-00 



10/10/2008 12:42 FAX 17329361401 



U004/007 



not be reviewed along with independent method claim 17 
which includes features which are expressed as method steps 
but which are closely related to the features recited in 
apparatus claim 1 . 

Since a single search should be possible for all the 
claims, examination of the claims in a single application 
does not create any undue burden on the Examiner that would 
make the Restriction appropriate. 

The Examiner has restricted out each independent claim 
arguing that they each belong to a different claim group. 
The similarity between the independent claims and thus 
claim Groups is evident from a comparison of each of the 
independent claims . 



independent Claim 1 of Group I recites: 

A portable device comprising: 

a memory including stored information 
corresponding to a plurality of individuals who 
form a group, the memory including: 

a plurality of data sets, said plurality of 
data sets including: 

i) a plurality of individual member 
information data sets, each individual 
member data set corresponding to a different 
individual member in said group and 
including at least one of medical 
information, nutritional information, 
insurance information, financial information 
and appointment information specific to the 
individual group member; 

ii) a group data set # the group data 
set including information corresponding to a 
plurality of members of said group, at least 
some information in said group data set 
being aggregated from multiple group member 
information data sets, said group data set 
including aggregated information 
corresponding to at least one of medical 
information, nutritional information, 
insurance information, financial information 
and appointment information; and 

iii) access control information, said 
access control information including 
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information being used to limit the amount 
of access different entities are provided to 
the content of said plurality of data sets, 

the amount of access provided by said access 
control information depending on at least 
one of the identity of an entity and a type 
of service to be provided by an entity; 
a device interface for providing an external 

device access to information stored in said 

memory; and 

a security module for limiting access to the 

stored information via said device interface in 

accordance with the access control information 

included in said memory. 

Group II, Independent claim 17 recites: 

A method of operating a portable device 
including a memory and a device interface to 
implement a method, the method comprising: 

storing in the memory of the portable device 
information, at least some of said information 
corresponding to members of a group, information 
stored in said memory including a plurality of 
data sets, said plurality of data sets including: 

i) a plurality of group member 
information data sets, each group member 
information data set corresponding to a 
different individual member of said group 
and including at least one of medical 
information, nutritional information, 
insurance information, financial information 
and appointment information specific to the 
individual group member; and 

ii) a group data set, the group data 
set including information corresponding to a 
plurality of members of said group, at least 
some information in said group data set 
being aggregated from multiple group member 
information data sets; and 

restricting different entities from getting 
access to different portions of the information 
stored on the memory through said device 
interface thereby providing different entities 
different levels of access to said plurality of 
data sets. 
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Group III, Independent claim 17 recites: 

A portable data storage device for communicating 
information corresponding to a plurality of members of a 
group, comprising: 

a memory, the memory including a plurality of data 
sets, said plurality of data sets including: 

i) a plurality of individual member information 
data sets, each individual member data set 
corresponding to a different individual member in 
said group and including at least one of medical 
information, nutritional information, insurance 
information, financial information and 
appointment information specific to the 
individual group member; 

ii) a group data set, the group data set 
including information corresponding to a 
plurality of members of said group, at least some 
information in said group data set being 
aggregated from multiple group member information 
data sets, said group data set including 
aggregated information corresponding to at least 
one of medical information, nutritional 
information, insurance information, financial 
information and appointment information; and 

iii) access control information, said access 
control information including information used to 
limit the amount of access different entities are 
provided to the content of said plurality of data 
sets, the amount of access provided by said 
access control information depending on at least 
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one of the identity of an entity and a type of 
service to be provided by an entity; 



a device interface for providing an external device 
access to information stored in said memory; and 

a security means for limiting access to the stored 
information via said device interface in accordance with 
the access control information included in said memory; and 

wherein said portable data storage device is a smart 

card. 

Given the similarity of the claims, as can be seen 
from a review of the claims and the features indicated in 
bold, withdrawal of the restriction requirement is 
requested* 

Conclusion 

Group I is elected with traverse for the reasons 
discussed above. Reconsideration of the restriction 
requirement is requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this paper (and any accompanying 
paper(s)) is being facsimile transmitted to the United 
States Patent Office on the date shown below. 

Michael P. Straub 

Type or print name of person signing certification 



October 10, 2008 




Michael P. Straub, Attorney 
Reg. No, 36,941 
Tel.: (732) 936-1400 




October 10, 2008 



Date 



5 



PAGE 7f7 * RCVD AT 1 0HO/2008 12:38:49 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-5/31 * DNIS:2738300 * CSIO:17320361401 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-00 



